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which impels an owner in the public interest to remove
what is unsightly. Here, however, the case was different.
Whole rows of houses in varying stages of dilapidation
proclaimed the havoc that the water had done, but
thanks to the efficient measures taken by the Dewan, who
had both justly and generously put the necessities of
the stricken people before considerations of finance, the
peasantry who in the face of dire calamity usually show
an exemplary patience and fortitude, were on the whole
satisfied to hope the best, and beyond offering consolation
and sympathy the Maharaja found little to do. There was,
however, no doubt that the people found comfort in his
presence among them. On his return to Baroda, shortly
before he left again for Europe, he held a Durbar at which
he distributed various tokens of his appreciation of the
work in the floods, and took occasion in the course of a
short address to allude to the magnificent response of the
well-to-do classes and to the unexpected resilience of the
poorer subjects.